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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

I. Status of the Claims 

Claims 13, 17 and 20 have been cancelled. 

Claims 14 and 16 have been amended with no new matter added. 

Claims 14-16 andl8 and are pending in the application. 

II. Acknowledgment of Allowable Subject Matter 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging that claims 16 and 17 as presented in the 
Response filed November 25, 2003 were allowable if written in independent form. The Examiner's 
acknowledgment was in the Office Action mailed January 2, 2004 (Paper No. 1203). Applicants 
have amended claim 16 to be in independent form and recite the elements as presented in the 
November 25, 2003 Response. Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 16 is in condition 
for allowance. 

III. Rejection Under 35 U.S.C, § 112 

Claims 13-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The Examiner contends that a process gas mixture 
consisting of an inert gas, an oxygen gas and a nitrogen gas, as recited in claim 13, is not described 
in the specification. 
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Claim 13 has been cancelled. Claim 16 has been amended to independent form to include 
the limitations of claim 13, in accordance with the Examiner's indication of allowable subject 
matter in the Office Action mailed January 2, 2004, and to recite "comprising." The remainder of 
the claims either depend from claim 16 or have been cancelled. Therefore, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the claims as amended comply with the written description requirement. Applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner to withdraw the rejection. 



In view of the foregoing, it is believed that claims 14-16 and 18 are in condition for 
allowance and is respectfully requested that the application be reconsidered and that all pending 
claims be allowed. 

If there are any other issues remaining which the Examiner believes could be resolved 
through either a Supplemental Response or an Examiner's Amendment, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 




DARBY & DARBY, P.C. 
Post Ofice Box 5257 
New York, N.Y. 10150-5257 
Phone (212) 527-7700 
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